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Unlimited speed in the channel!! 
Yee! Haa! 

The speed boat championships will 
be great this year. 

 
Unlimited speed in 
the channel! What 
will I do when my 

calf arrives! 
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Be Published with PPG 
Please keep PPG members informed of  
issues, wins and ideas, poems, stories  
and drawings etc.  through our newsletter.  
The next edition will be published in Autumn 
The deadline for this edition will be  
 
 

15th Dec 2013 
 

Email contributions to  The office:  
 
 

peelpreservation@westnet.com.au 

PPG is on the look out for 

suitable sponsors who would 

like to pay for some advertising 

space in our magazine. 

If you are aware of a suitable 

(environmentally friendly) 

sponsor please hand their 

name onto Shirley at the office.  

See page 11 for example.  

4cm banner = $20 

Thank you to:  
Shirley Joiner for her submissions and 
articles and support and last minute 
arrangements.  
Gary Wyborn for articles and research.  
 
Regards Coral.  

Concerning Pt. Grey Marina and 
Channel  Development Proposal 

  
The Hon Greg Hunt MP 
Minister for the Environment  
Greg Hunt MP 
Member for Flinders 
PO Box 274 
Hastings Vic 3915 
greg.hunt.mp@environment.gov.au 
 

Dear Minister Hunt 
Congratulations on your appointment as Minister for 
Environment.  
  

As a local environmental group in the Peel Region, 
based in Mandurah we are concerned with the 
decisions that affect the Peel-Harvey Estuary. 
  

Development proposal for the terrestrial component at 
Point Grey has been approved but there is a serious 
flaw in the marina and channel proposal. The proposal 
is currently on hold awaiting further input/decision. 
  

We have attached a summary of our concerns 
and  supporting documents in an endeavour to allow 
better management of your time. 
  

We look forward to a well-supported period of growth 
within our region and wish you good fortune in your 
endeavours. 
  
Yours sincerely 

 
  

(Peel Preservation Group) 

Local 
Biodiversity 

Strategy 
 The draft Local 

Biodiversity Strategy has 

been developed to ensure the protection of natural bushland and 

wetland areas within the Shire in conjunction with planning for 

future development. 

For more information on the Local Biodiversity 
Strategy and Forum contact the Shire on          
(08) 9531 7777.  

In this Edition 
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       PPG is on Facebook – 
thanks to Michelle  

 

 
Those members who would  
prefer a digital copy of the 
Preservation Times  please 

contact the PPG office. 
peelpreservation@westnet.com.au 

The Next Coffee Morning is at 
Mandurah Quays 

10.15am Saturday  
2nd November 2013 

   

 

for a chat and  
a catch-up.  

Drop in!! 
 

 

Next Meeting -  
 Thursday 7

th
 November 2013 -  

6.30pm at Ormsby Tce at Our Office 

Suite 6, 63 Ormsby Tce.  

Strategic Assessment of Perth & Peel (SA)  Stakeholder Forum 30th Aug 2013 

Presenters were - Simon Taylor from Department of Premier & Cabinet, 
 Adrian Parker from Dept of Water, 
 Nicole Matthews from SEWPaC ( Commonwealth),  
Dave Mitchell from DPaW (previously DEC)  
and Bryce Bunney from Dept of Planning (WAPC) 
 
Process: 

SA is one of 2 pathways for approval – other is project by project (current method) 
SA is conducted at a landscape scale 
SA assesses impact (including cumulative) of a policy, plan or program and includes mitigation requirements 
Reduces administrative burden associated with project by project assessment 
Action taken by developers in accordance with endorsed plan doesn’t have to go to Commonwealth 
Draft released for Public consultation period for 3 months around mid 2014 
State will submit Draft Plan to Commonwealth Minister by December 2014, for endorsement by mid 2015 

Goals: 
1 avoidance of impacts 
2 mitigation of potential impacts 
3 offsets 
4 ongoing adaptive management 
The Strategic Assessment process has already been completed for some areas in the Eastern States. The Perth/Peel 
region is the next for attention because of the high biodiversity (Biodiversity Hotspot). The process is intended to reduce 
regulatory burden (especially for developers) and provide certainty for land supplies and avoid the current ad hoc 
approvals process of small areas which are not classified as needing assessment (‘death by a thousand cuts’!). The 
intention is to speed up approvals to accommodate the increasing growth in the SW. WAPC estimates there is sufficient 
land already zoned urban to last for the next 20 years! 
General: 
1. Matters of National Environmental Significance (MNES) Plan needs to be consistent with existing policy & 

impervious to changes in planning and policy 
2.  The footprint for SA is the area covered by WAPC sub regional structure (SRS) plans. The Peel is included in 

South West Metropolitan and Peel Sub region, making it the largest urban assessment region (900,000 sq Ha) 
3. SA will apply for 20yrs when it is estimated the population will reach 3.5 million 
4. Can embed mitigating strategies already identified in existing PHCC plans 
5. Proponents can still apply for project approval if aspects are outside SRS plan criteria but approvals are much 

harder to obtain 
6. SA can consider social & economic matters beside MNES – e.g. connectivity/corridors, type of building materials 

used to help conserve resources ie sand, timber, limestone etc 
7. State has engaged consultants to write Impact Assessment Report (IAR) and MNES, also the EPA Section 16 

advice to state EPA Minister (Ecological Australia) 
8. Applications for significant projects still required under Section 38 of EPA 
9. WAPC South West Metro & Peel SRS is considering EPA matters plus population distribution, costs, and 

infrastructure impacts 
10. Projects will still need to be referred to EPA – EPA may not assess them if they are in line with s16 advice to State 

Minister 
11. Monitoring of impacts is a requirement in SA terms of reference 



questioned whether we can conserve all biodiversity of species in 
its original space/place or is there an acceptable degree of 
change. 
OBJECTIVES –reduce species extinction, maintain ecosystem 
health and maintain a balance between human and natural 
processes in landscapes. 
 
Dr Paul Hardisty, Director for National Climate Adaptation 
CSIRO spoke of valuing urban ecosystems in an changing 
climate. We are experiencing more extremes of weather; the 2007 
predictions for temperature are ‘probably’ low with 0.09

o 
C 

temperature rise since 1950. This change influences all systems 
for example the ‘Climate Hazard Maps’ to show projected coastal 
inundation. As population rises the vegetation cover decreases. 
There are different values when considering bushland habitat but 
there are functional benefits of urban bushland, such as noise 
reduction, carbon sink, biodiversity, water management, storm 
protection and improved human health.’ Greening’ of cities by 
planting trees, prevents heat in them (heatwaves kill more people 
than other natural disasters). He calculated the value of an urban 
tree at approx. $218 by considering energy saving/shade ($80), 
air pollution reduction ($43), carbon dioxide reduction ($1.25), 
storm water absorption ($8.15), and aesthetic value ($81). 
Property values increase between 5 – 40% by proximity to a park. 
Urban Bush has value. As population rises, density increases, 
clearing increases then species decrease and climate changes 
increase. Urban bush has an intrinsic value – not just for housing 
– every small bit matters! 
 

Prof. Haripriya Gundimeda - Indian Institute of Technology 
Mumbai asked ‘what can be done?’ We have different 
stakeholders but all depend on nature for food and water. Natural 
capital is often outside the economy as measured by GDP. 
Markets do not value ecosystems. Clearing of a forest can be 
recorded as investment in GDP ie growth as the farms use 
fertilizer etc including sales value in GDP but markets do not 
evaluate the damage done. Policy makers are fragmented ordo 
not have the right tools. They do not recognise the benefits of 
nature as the services of nature are not visible (public Vs private 
benefit). Nature does not have a voice! Most trade-offs only 
consider private profit not the costs eg rehabilitation or effects on 
various stakeholders. 
 

Dr Asa Gren, Researcher Stockholm Resilience Centre says we 
are living in a world of change, all interconnected. Global 
urbanization is increasing - a further 60% still to be built by 2030. 
It is important to include urban resilience as a form of insurance. 
Biodiversity is important as we don’t know what species we will 
need. In food production, much comes from elsewhere but urban 
food production is important eg Cuba. Allotment gardens increase 
resilience in times of crisis (eg war) but less common now. We 
need to consider ‘functional diversity’ for example USA has lost 
most bees to disease and now a ‘bee man’ needs to bring in hives 
for crop pollination while in China much is hand pollinated. In 
Sweden there are Bumble Bees and Solitary Bees which behave 
differently. What do the pollinators rely on if we alter crops? Some 
bees rely on urban areas such as golf courses or cemeteries. 
 

Prof. Bruce Clarkson – Environmental Research Institute 
Waikato Uni. NZ spoke about ‘Bringing Biodiversity Back into the 
City’. New Zealand 1000 years ago was covered with rainforest, 
birds and bugs. There are now 20 major cities (mostly coastal),  a 
population of 4.4 million (80% urban)with only a range of 1% to 
8% of biodiversity remaining. Some cities have up to 11% urban 
parkland, others far less. To work towards bringing back nature, 
the steps were to take an inventory; instigate weed and pest 
control; enforce policy to prevent clearing; set up a biodiversity 
plan (aim for 10% restoration/rehabilitation) and continue 
monitoring. Plans varied between cities and the extent of the 
urban parks but all centred around reconstructing habitat by 
removing weeds, imported trees and feral animals. The results are 
very pleasing. 
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Report By Shirley Joiner 
 

I was lucky enough to be sponsored (as the MEAG 
representative) to attend the Biodiversities 
Conference in Joondalup recently, along with the 
Mayor and EcoServices staff. It was spread over 2 
jam packed days and a great opportunity to hear from 
environmentalists from all over the world. 
 

We were welcomed by Joondalup CEO Gary Hunt 
and Mayor Tony Pickard with Acknowledgement of 
Country by Prof. Colleen Haywood who reminded 
us that the South West of WA is one of 35 
biodiversity Hotspots. Ms Sheila Patrickson from  
ICLEI Biodiversity Centre told us that half the current 
world population were urban dwellers and the amount 
of urban structure needed in the next 47 years will be 
double that of the previous 4,000 years! 
 
The first Keynote Speaker was Prof. Tim Flannery 
who stated that cities have a huge influence on 
biodiversity/climate change – for example less than 
2% of the natural environment remains in Melbourne 
with some pockets of animals for which the fox is the 
major threat. There are measurable changes in 
weather with more extremes of temperature and 
records being broken, heatwaves killing people and 
wildlife (eg lost 25% of koala population), shift and 
decline in rainfall and greenhouse gas being a global 
problem (Australia is the 18th largest emitter).The 
role of humans is to not to compete, but to cooperate 
– we are the ‘brain of the planet’ and must learn that 
the links with nature can enrich our lives. 
 

The next speaker was Andre Made of the 
Convention of Biological Diversity Secretariat who 
explained the link between biodiversity loss and 
climate change which brings us to crisis point. He 
went on to explain the roles of the UN Conventions 
and Committees eg COP - Conference of Parties 
which consists of 193 countries (but not USA). He 
ended with some interesting figures eg less than 3% 
of land surface is urban but more than 50% of the 
world’s population lives in a city and uses about 75% 
of world resources. 
 

Dr Michael Dunlop - Land Water Biodiversity 
Climate Analysis from CSIRO told us that the last 10 
to 20 years has shown advances for biodiversity and 
the understanding of how climate change and 
biodiversity are linked but we need to do more and 
soon – if the ecology was the canary in the cage 
warning of bad conditions in a mine, it would be dead! 
The magnitude of ecological impacts can be 
measured – most of Australia is classified as ’Highly 
Significant’. Impacts are many and varied. We need 
to work towards a ‘preferred’ outcome (which may 
vary according to different people’s perception/
values) to reduce changes and mitigate for loss. He 

2013 INTERNATIONAL 
BIODIVERCITIES 
CONFERENCE 

8-12 September 
The City of Joondalup, Australia 

ALSO FEAUTURING: 
5th ICLEI BiodiverCities Advisory Committee 

Meeting 
2013 International LAB Workshop 



 

Dr Debra Roberts – Director Climate Change Durban 
explained how they used Biodiversity to ‘Build a climate 
Smart City’. Durban is a port city with poverty and 
social inequality as well as being a biodiversity hotspot. 
Initial efforts were hampered by lack of resources, poor 
governance and a lack of belief in climate change 
factors. They started by strengthening municipal action, 
prioritizing funding, conducting  
research, reducing urban  
stressors and setting side  
a budget for land  
acquisition (they  
now have  
400+ Ha).  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
One strategy was to allow a tax deduction for 
landowners who conserve the environment with a low 
rate for undeveloped/unimproved land and ‘special 
rates’ for natural urban improvement. A need was seen 
to consider biodiversity in planning. There was even a 
winning court case to argue the power to enforce 
biodiversity protection. Lots of the public works and 
pest control are done by the unemployed. Another 
strategy which entailed payment for seedlings grown, 
was to return sugar cane plantations to forest. 
Alternatives such as green roofs/walls with use of 
indigenous plants were encouraged to reduce 
temperatures in urban areas. 
END OF DAY ONE 
 

DAY TWO 
Ms Anissa Lawrence - Director, TierraMar Consulting 
addressed the topic, ‘Blue Carbon:  
Reducing the Impacts of Climate Change by 
Conserving Coastal Ecosystems’ and told us about the 
role of the soils of tidal marshes, mangroves and 
seagrass meadows in carbon sequestration. These 
environments make up 0.05% of biota but stores 18% 
of the carbon and is being lost four times faster than 
forests.  For coastal Australia  <1% of landmass, but 
39% of average national annual total carbon burial for 
all ecosystems. She gave us links to same related 
reports - http://nicholasinstitute.duke.edu/economics/
naturalresources/state-of-science-coastal-blue-
carbon#.UkbF_ymQ9Hg and  
http://www.marineclimatechange.com/
marineclimatechange/
bluecarbon_recommendations_files/
bluecarbon_recommendations_3.28.11.FINAL.HIGH.pdf  
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The mangroves and tidal areas also provide great 
economic value to less affluent villages in the Coral 
Triangle between northern Australia, Indonesia, Japan 
and islands of the region. 
 

Lei Yang Dept. of Marine Environment and Engineering 
National Sun Yat-sen University Kaohsiung, Taiwan 
also spoke about Blue Carbon with emphasis on the 
wetland parks in his city with an area of 2,792 Km2 and 
Population: 270 millions. Several wetlands were 
constructed or rebuilt, several involving plantings of 
mangroves (there are six mangrove species in Taiwan). 
It is estimated that 668 million tonnes of carbon is 
sequestered in these parks each year.  
 

 Mr Craig Anderson - Chief Executive Officer, 
Greening Australia WA covered ‘Restoring Biodiversity 
through Corporate and Community Partnerships’ as a 
form of Corporate Social Responsibility whereby 
corporations could support the environment and 
customers would (hopefully) prefer those corporations. 
Action can take the form of community partnerships eg 
Financial, Physical - Equipment/Infrastructure or People 
– Staff/Volunteers. For example the River Recovery 
Project (2004-2009) resulted in 600 km of river 
restored / revegetated; 3,000 Ha area restored and 
weed controlled; 6,000 Ha of remnant and riparian 
vegetation protected; 1 million seedlings established  
Hundreds of kg of native seed collected and distributed; 
2,500 km direct seeding completed;  
500km fencing established to protect riparian habitat 
and stream banks. The Living Landscapes (1999-2005) 
enabled Remnant vegetation protected 2496 Ha; 
Revegetation 676 Ha; Seedlings 750,567; Seed 368 kg 
and Fencing 602.5km. Quite an achievement! 
 

 Professor Stephen D Hopper AC Winthrop Professor 
of Biodiversity Plant Diversity, Granite Outcrops, Cities 
and Climate Mitigation Global Research and Prospects, 
UWA, told us of an early research project in Gin Gin 
Cemetery where outcomes were devastating to 
wildflowers (kangaroo paw varieties in particular) 
because of the cessation of slashing and burning, 
topsoil changes, construction of pathways, planting of 
trees and the intrusion of domestic plants from 
gravesites. He said he learned from that. Bulldozing 
removes the topsoil upper layers or exposes them to 
sunlight and air which destroys seeds, microbes and 
generally alters the soil environment. Noongar people 
value fire as a tool in caring for the environment.  Most 
of the biodiversity hotspots are in the southern 
hemisphere (SW WA is one). He mentioned his time in 
Kew Gardens in London where efforts are being made 
to grow species from all around the world to preserve 
biodiversity. Some lawns have been allowed to revert to 
wildflower meadows with the local English wildflowers. 
Stephen encourages us all to bring back native 
biodiversity into our gardens – neat and tidy Vs native. 
Our native animals and birds depend on it. We should 
develop a sense of place e.g. becoming Western 
Australian by adaptive management: learning from past 
successes and failures, learning from the Noongar 
values of Boodjar – active responsible caring for 
country; Moort – accepting that there’s a 
 place for all; Kaardtjin – learning, seeking  
wisdom, in a rapidly changing world.  
This is an urgent,  
necessary turning point  
to develop a new  
relationship. It can be  
done though!  

 



 

 

We will present the Strategic 
plan at the Annual General 

Meeting. Hopefully we will be 
able to put the motion to pass an 

acceptance of the plan. 
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VISION PPG is a not for profit organisation devoted to the conservation of the natural environment in the 
Peel Region of Western Australia. 

MISSION The Peel Preservation Group is committed to preserving the natural qualities of the Peel-Harvey Catchment 
and Estuary. 

The Peel Preservation Group provides an opportunity for all people to contribute to the preservation of the 
natural environment. 

The Peel Preservation Group is committed to ensuring that the natural biodiversity and integrity of life is 
preserved. 

GOAL 1 PPG will inform the community of the latest information regarding local developments and policies and will 
engage with the decision makers of the region to promote positive outcomes for the environment. 

GOAL 2 PPG will be informed of national and international trends and lead our members and the community in 
highlighting the need for change locally. 

GOAL 3 PPG will listen to public opinion for inclusion in submissions and discussions with decision makers on 

matters of environmental concern. 

Strategic Plan prepared 2013 and presented to AGM in November 

Activity KEY FOCUS GROUP OBJECTIVES ACTIONS/ COMMENTS METRICS/ 
OUTCOMES 

Host 
community 
lectures 

Guest speakers will 
inform members and 
community on new 
information and 
current trends. 

Inform community and decision 
makers of: 
1. New information 
2. Local decisions 
3. New threats to the 
environment 

Invite interesting speakers 

Identify issues as topics 

Number of 
community 
meetings 
held 

Produce 
newsletters 

Provide seasonal 
newsletters for 
members. 

Reflect the actions of PPG 

Receive members’ views 

Inspire members to take actions 
that protect the environment. 

Produce at least 2 Newsletters per 
year 

Receive member’s contributions 

 Relevant articles reviewed and 
printed 

Newsletters 
printed and 
posted 

Conduct 
monthly 
committee 
meetings 

Formulating 
directions for 
actions, instructions 
and submissions. 

To maintain a strong direction 
for PPG within current trends. 

Formulating timely responses to 
decision makers. 

 Producing timely information to PPG 
members. 

 Developing timely actions in 
response to current threats. 

Monthly 
meetings 
conducted 
with a 
quorum. 

Receiving & 
forwarding 
newsletters 
with affiliated 
groups 

Table newsletters and 
forward electronic 
copies. 

To keep our members well 
informed of current issues. 

To inform affiliated groups of our 
actions and concerns. 

Maintain membership of affiliated 
groups to continue receiving 
newsletters. 

 Send electronic newsletters to our 
members. 

 Office 
volunteers 
respond to 
emails 

Respond to 
development 
proposals   

 Present PPG’s views 
through submissions 
and consultations  

To protect local biodiversity To 
protect areas of natural 
significance.  

Search various websites and receive 
information on various local issues  
Object or support proposals through 
submissions, protest rallies, letters o 
the editor, attend hearings and 
briefings. 
Consult with other environmental 
groups. 
Encourage other groups to join us. 

Number of 
submissions 
prepared. 
Number of 
consultations 
attended. 
 

Advertising of 
PPG 

Advise on 
environmental issues 

 Maintain the prominence of 

PPG within the consultation 
processes.. 

Make use of various media outlets New 
members 
gained 

Keep the 
environment 
as an 
essential 
issue within 
the Political 
processes. 

Meet with local 
members of 
Parliament and Local 
Councils.                      
Meet with Local 
Government 
Environmental 
Departments 

Open and clear communication 
where we gain information and 
share community concerns and 
local information. 

Organise meetings with our local 
politicians, including Local, State and 
Federal members. 
Organise meetings with Local 
Government Councillors. 
Organise meetings with staff of 
various levels of Government. 

 Number of 
meetings with 
local 
politicians. 



Hope for Our Stormwater, 
Lakes and Rivers 

Most of us are aware of 
the unsightly view and 
odour the stormwater and 
ornamental lakes in our 
region can acquire. A build
-up of - 
nutrients + an increase of 
heat/energy = algal bloom.  

The odour is part decomposition in anaerobic 
conditions – insufficient oxygen is available to allow 
the excess carbon (dead algae, fish, leaves etc.) to 
break down efficiently. 
Enter CarbonFix! 
Many of you may be aware of a similar article last 
year which, to this writer, lends some credence to 
the process. Unlike other processes we have 
featured, this product is engineered into the soil 
profile and has no residue requiring removal. 
Coal fines have been fixed into a position where 
storm water, carrying contaminants, is able to 
percolate through the medium. In a water rich 
environment the coal releases beneficial properties 
(microbes?) which are carried into the main body of 
water. Careful engineering allows gradual depletion 
of the active coal over a number of years while 
macronutrients and other contaminants have been 
locked in through chemical processes. 
Back in 2004, the Rotary Park in Rockingham had 
been fortunate in receiving trials which, since 
rebuilding, have proved successful. 
Since then the process has been adapted to allow 
the benefits to be used on actively managed land –
lawns, sports fields and agricultural and horticultural 
lots. Where introduced to the growing medium, the 
percolation of water through the fines improves 
nutrient availability for vegetation and conditions for 
micro-organisms while improving the quality of the 
environment downstream and optimising fertiliser 
imputations to the field. When properly managed 
optimum fertilizer involves the significant decrease in 
nutrient leaching while maintaining full plant uptake 
and has the potential halve fertilizer imputations over 
the long term. 
Nutrient and contaminant in leaching and stormwater 
runoff are two of the primary causes of pollution to 
our waterways. Organic carbon based soil additives 
have been recognized for some time for having the 
ability to loosely hold nutrients until required for plant 
uptake. PPG recommends the diligent use of 
fertilizers. Agrichemicals should always be applied at 
manufacturer’s recommendations 
CarbonFix Nu-Soil Pty Ltd is a Pinjarra based 
company with the website www.carbonfix.com.au or 
any questions may be directed to their director Ray 
English neetcorp@bigpond.net.au . 

From the front cover 
 

Threats to Dolphins in 
Mandurah's Sticks Channel. 

 
Canoe Trail Friends of Mandurah Pinjarra 

 

The Department of Transport proposes that an 
unrestricted speed limit should apply for more than 
a kilometer to the shallow and congested Mandurah 
boating channel known as Sticks Channel. 
 
Two marine biologists have confirmed that dolphins 
are in grave danger if unrestricted speed limits are 
introduced. The risk of strikes or hits increases 
particularly with new mums and calves. Repetitive 
and longer dive times are required by dolphins to 
avoid vessels, which in turn increases general 
stress levels. 
 
Unbelievably the  extremely shallow waters adjacent 
to this section are also proposed to be unrestricted. 
These waters are not part of any proposed minimal 
five knot speed limit as has been previously stated 
by the Department. 
 
It is estimated 
there are 75 
wild dolphins 
that frequent 
the Peel 
Waterways. 
 
The dolphins should not be put at risk by anybody 
wishing to increase boating speed limits. The 
accompanying photo of an injured dolphin was 
taken early this year in the Peel Waterways. 
 

Voice your opposition to the proposed 
change in speed. 

 
Email the Minister for Transport Troy Buswell 
Minister.Buswell@dpc.wa.gov.au 
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Water absolutely full of algae Water after algae treatment. 

Rotary Park after five Years 
from start to finish 

http://www.carbonfix.com.au
mailto:neetcorp@bigpond.net.au


5. A history of inadequate monitoring; 

 All “research” quoted in PER is proponent funded – not 
independent scientific input. 

 Dawesville Cut example – promised monitoring did not 
take place. 

 There has been insufficient research on fish breeding 
stocks since the Dawesville Cut was made – less 
valuable to monitor post construction. 

 Construction and maintenance dredging will produce 
plumes of fine sediment which will adversely affect fish, 
crustaceans and sea grasses. We cannot afford ANY 
damage. 

 Frequency of maintenance dredging is in dispute. 

 Risk to professional and recreational fishing and 
crabbing. 

 4 dolphin deaths in 2012. 

 Sampling of nest of dead juvenile osprey reveals 
presence of heavy metals. 

 Trigger Points for remedial action need to be previously 
determined and published prior to commencement of 
work so there is no opportunity for variation and action 
can be instigated immediately. 

 No extra nutrients should enter our estuary as it is 
already stressed and rivers supplying it eg Serpentine, 
are considered ‘ecologically dead’. Pt Grey marina and 
the proposed Channel will add to the burden. 

 
6.Poor construction methodology; 

 Effects from dewatering for the Marina construction is 
considered to be “manageable” if done during the 
“winter and spring”, but this may be an unsafe 
assumption if we continue to have low rainfalls (as is 
becoming the normal rather than the exception).  
“Minimal” damage needs to be measureable before is 
can be deemed whether it is acceptable or not. 

 The Proponent admits “the freshwater lens will be 
impacted during dewatering for construction of the 
marina and that vegetation will be lost”.  If groundwater 
becomes saline, rehabilitation of vegetation will require 
irrigation – placing further demands on dwindling 
supply, especially as rainfall decreases. 

 
7.Publicised financial difficulties; 

 Approvals should not be transferrable as imposed 
conditions tend to be diluted and plans altered. 

 
The Point Grey Marina and Channel must not be formed - 
the environmental impact upon the Peel Harvey Inlet will 
be devastating and irreversible – all to allow large vessels 
which cannot navigate the estuary to access Pt Grey. 
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Re: PT GREY Peel Region Western 
Australia 

Proposed Marina & Channel from Point 
Grey to the Dawesville Cut across the 

Peel/Harvey Estuary. 
 
Re: PT GREY Peel Region Western Australia 
Proposed Marina & Channel from Point Grey to the 

Dawesville Cut across the Peel/Harvey Estuary. 
 
We have grave concerns with regard to this proposal and 
have documented them briefly below for you to view. We 
request your urgent assistance as the state of our fragile 
estuary is at stake. 
 
1.Lack of adherence to the “Precautionary Principle; 

Intergenerational Equity and conservation of 
Biodiversity and Ecological Integrity.” 

 A Report from the Auditor General into “The 
Management of Ramsar Listed Wetlands in WA” 
reveals that “conservation of these wetlands needs to 
improve”. We have a responsibility to uphold the 
Ramsar agreement. 

 The valuable research by Prof Richard Bush from 
Southern Cross University (21 June 2012) relating to 
the Monosulfide Black ooze needs to be examined. 
This research highlights the significant issues with 
dredging the Peel Harvey estuary and the very real 
environmental dangers of engaging in disturbing the 
benthic layers of this estuarine system. 

 No management plan for increased nutrients or 
disturbed MBO’s, monitor but not do anything until 
increasing readings trigger a warning of dangerous 
levels. 

 
2.Impact to migratory and local bird species; 

 Significant erosion at 2 EPA mapped roost sites. 

 Increased boat traffic 

 Urbanisation removal of riparian vegetation, bird 
foraging areas and roosting trees. 

 Migratory birds need this feeding ground. 
 
3.Inappropriate use of the Peel-Harvey Estuary; 

 It is not deep enough to accommodate vessels of the 
size the Developer envisages for this area. Increased 
potential for groundings and to stir up the estuary bed. 

 Need to consider the erosion of the foreshore areas by 
the effects of increased pressure from growing boating 
volumes and the increased wave action, especially 
during storms. Dredging the channel will initiate the 
loss of 1600m

3 
per year

 
of Pt Grey reserve foreshore 

north of the marina. 

 Fear of contamination by spillage of boat fuels or silage 
was dismissed by outlining the requirements for use of 
onshore facilities by vessels over 10m and restriction of 
“live-aboards” to less than 10%. Accidents will happen, 
compliance an issue – one has only to visit any Marina 
to see the debris and oil traces contaminating the 
water. 

 
4.Insufficient survey data; 

 All but two of the ASS sampling sites are outside of the 
proposed Channel dredging area. 

 No sites were sampled for the proposed Marina. 
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Peel Harvey Catchment Council has New Premises 

 

 

 

                                                                                                                                   
  http://www.climatecouncil.org.au/ 
 

 

1. What is the Climate Council? 
The Climate Council is a non-profit independent organisation which aims to provide clear, independent advice to the 
Australian community. We are fiercely independent and apolitical. 
2. Why is it important? 
Information: information is the currency of democracy, and Australians deserve to have independent information on the 
state of our climate. Similarly, emergency services, health professionals, local government and journalists need accurate 
information about a changing climate. 
Action: already this year has been one of the earliest starts to the Australian bushfire season. Last summer was the 
hottest on record, breaking over 120 extreme weather records. This is the critical decade for tackling climate change and 
reducing our emissions. But we can’t tackle climate change without a well-informed public – and that’s where we come 
in. Our expert reports help journalists and the public, with timely, expert, and independent information about climate 
change and its effects on our economy, environment, security, and health. 
3. Who is involved? 
The Councillors: All the former Climate Commissioners are supporting the initiative with or without Government funding. 
We’re volunteering our time to get this set up. 
The Public: over the last week, we’ve been flooded with people offering encouragement, support, and even donations to 
keep us going. They come from all political persuasions – they have one thing in common: they know that independent 
information so important in our democracy. 
The Experts: we’ve worked with Australia’s leading experts in emergency services, climate science, health, and 
defence. Many of them have spoken out in the last week, to call for us to keep going. They know that climate change has 
real implications now for our health, our security, our food, and for extreme weather. They value the information we 
provide and they want us to continue, and to continue working with us. 
4. How will it make a difference? 
We’ll continue to provide journalists and the public with authoritative independent reports, starting with next week’s 
international climate science update. This will be accompanied by a range of communications materials relevant to 
different audiences, videos, infographics, fact sheets, and other resources. Similarly we will continue to provide 
information to the community directly through speeches, community forums and briefings. 

The info-graphic below accompanied the 
Climate Commission’s Angry Summer 
report illustrating the wide-ranging number 
of records that were broken over the last 
Australian summer. 
5. How do you plan to cover operating 
costs? 
We have already had some seed funding, 
and we’re seeking funding from the public. 
If you’d like to help please visit our donate 
page. 
 

Coalition takes axe to climate programs 
The Australian September 11, 2013  



On Saturday October 
the 12th 2013 the City 
of Mandurah Named 
a conservation park 
after Victor Beacham. 
Paddi Creevey, in her 
last week as Mayor of 

the City (after 20years in local Government and 8 
years as Mayor) managed to orchestrate this event 
to recognise the efforts of another long time 
campaigner. 
The naming of this park is in recognition to Vic’s 
dedicated service, passion and commitment to 
ensuring positive environmental outcomes for 
Mandurah during his involvement with Peel 
Preservation Group. 
The reserve is at the corner of Caspian Drive and 
Agonis Way in Wannanup and is approximately one 
hectare of natural bushland. 
A group of approximately 50 friends and family 
gathered for the event on a bright spring morning.  

The Beacham family at the dedication ceremony 
in memory of Victor Beacham and the newly 

name park signage. 

Mayor Creevey unveils the signage  
watched by Mrs Beacham. 
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AGM  
for  

Peel Preservation Group. 
  

The meeting will take approximately 15 
minutes and will be followed by the 
presentation of our guest speaker. 
If you would like to join PPG or get 
involved with the committee please let us 
know at the AGM. 
 

Memberships can be renewed at this 
event as the treasurer will be on hand 
with his receipt book.  

 
Friday 15th November 2013 @ 

2pm in the Tuckey Room 
Guest Speaker is David Ford - 

City of Mandurah’s Draft 
Biodiversity Plan.  

 

All Welcome - 
Afternoon Tea and a catch up 
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New Look Landgate Slip. 
 
The Landgate Slip Portal is moving in with Google 
Maps to provide a ‘location information’ package. 
The intention is to provide the data currently available 
in a faster more efficient manner. When logged into 
the user interface there is the ‘click on the map to find 
data’ for information on each location. A standard 
search is also available. Search and download times 
for trial applications have been dramatically reduced. 
The information stored on the Google Map Engine is 
cloud based, that is there is public and private 
information stored on the Google facilities. Public is 
open to all users while levels of privacy secure who 
has access to privately stored information. This will 
open up the ability for non-technical users to gain 
access to specific information with minimal stress 
while it will be a robust data and delivery system. 
The simplicity lies in the functions ability to deliver 
“what you see is what you get”, more along the lines 
of Google World’s maps rather than the old Slip 
format. The hope is this will minimise the user ID 
requirements, as a request is made for private 
information and sent to the custodian of that 
institution’s information whether it is government or 
private. 
Data collected by any institution, including NFPs, can 
be uploaded to the platform when developed in a 
suitable program. Quantum is a shareware GIS 
program suite which is capable of providing this 
format. As more data is collected a better service is 
provided and a better deal for developments suitable 
for smaller user groups will emerge. 
This development will allow PPG to upload our 
information to the cloud. Water testing data can be 
processed to appropriate data sets with varying levels 
of privacy. Members with a login will have access to 
more/all of our information while final results are 
accessible by everyone. PPG’s custodian developing 
the GIS will be able to set the security levels for each 
data set – developer, panel, member or public. 
At this stage the option of coming on-board is up to 
the institution. State government data is being loaded 
to the platform and Local government has an 
opportunity to develop and deliver a high quality data 
set at a fraction of the price. At this stage Landgate is 
unsure of the costs for a NFP but they are hoping 
costs will reflect the benefits to the community 
Rollout for the new platform is expected early 2014. 

FIRST ABBOTT MINISTRY  
16 September 2013  

CABINET  
Prime Minister  
The Hon Tony Abbott MP  
 

Deputy Prime Minister  
Minister for Infrastructure and Regional Development  
(Leader of the Nationals)  
The Hon Warren Truss MP  
 

Minister for Foreign Affairs  
(Deputy Leader of the Liberal Party)  
The Hon Julie Bishop MP 
  
Minister for Employment  
Minister Assisting the Prime Minister on the Public 
Service  
(Leader of the Government in the Senate)  
Senator the Hon Eric Abetz 
  
Attorney-General  
Minister for the Arts  
(Deputy Leader of the Government in the Senate)  
(Vice-President of the Executive Council)  
Senator the Hon George Brandis QC  
 

Treasurer  
The Hon Joe Hockey MP 
  
Minister for Agriculture  
(Deputy Leader of the Nationals)  
Mr Barnaby Joyce MP  
 

Minister for Education  
(Leader of the House)  
The Hon Christopher Pyne MP 
  
Minister for Indigenous Affairs  
(Leader of the Nationals in the Senate)  
Senator the Hon Nigel Scullion  
 

Minister for Industry  
The Hon Ian Macfarlane MP  
 

Minister for Social Services  
The Hon Kevin Andrews MP 
  
Minister for Communications  
The Hon Malcolm Turnbull MP  
 

Minister for Health  
Minister for Sport  
The Hon Peter Dutton MP  
 

Minister for Small Business  
The Hon Bruce Billson MP  
 

Minister for Trade and Investment  
The Hon Andrew Robb AO MP  
 

Minister for Defence  
Senator the Hon David Johnston  
 

Minister for the Environment  
The Hon Greg Hunt MP  
Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister for the 
Environment  
Senator Simon Birmingham  
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PEEL PRESERVATION GROUP COMMITTEE  

PPG MISSION STATEMENT 
 The Peel Preservation Group is committed to preserving the         
       natural qualities of the Peel-Harvey Catchment and Estuary. 
 The Peel Preservation Group provides an opportunity for all people             
       to contribute to the preservation of the natural environment. 
 The Peel Preservation Group is committed to ensuring that the      
       natural biodiversity and integrity of life is preserved.  

POSTAGE 
PAID 

MANDURAH 
6210 

SURFACE 
MAIL 

Pp 637597-0028 
Return Address 
PO Box 1784 
Mandurah  WA  6210 
Phone: (08) 9586 1310 
(Mondays 9am - 12 noon only) 
Website:www.peelpreservation.org.au 
Email:peelpreservation@westnet.com.au 

 

PEEL PRESERVATION GROUP INC.        New Membership   or Renewal      

I would like to pay PPG - please tick;  2013/14 - Single: $20.00   Double: $25.00  
 
 

NAME................................................................................................................... 
 

ADDRESS............................................................................................................. 
 

PHONE NUMBER....................................EMAIL ADDRESS............................................................ 
 

SIGNED.................................................................................. DATE......................................... 
 

ENCLOSED:$.............................................  
Please print form and post with cheque or money order to:   
PO Box 1784   Mandurah  WA  6210 -   or hand deliver to the PPG Office: 

Suite 6, 63 Ormsby Tce. Mandurah, W.A. 6210 

 

Memberships can be paid at the AGM. 

Shirley Joiner    9535 8774 ( Secretary )  Michelle Mullarky  0415 536 362  
Dave Thomas  9581 6154 ( Treasurer )  Peter Reynolds   9581 9636  
Coral Richards  9535 9127    Farid Bagheri    0412 819430  
Mary Shannon   9581 7708   Nooshin Forghani  0401 490914 
Jill Koerting  9537 1621    Gary Whyborne     0458 568769  
Linda Thorpe  0410 285 323 


