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AGM Address 2013   Mandurah 
Biodiversity Strategy   

DAVID FORD (EcoServices Coordinator)  

 
 
 
 
The Coordinator of EcoServices, from the City of Mandurah, presented the City of Mandurah’s Local Biodiversity  

Strategy (Draft going to Council in November for adoption) and addressed the group by saying that we need to 
understand the systems of local government and state planning and adapt for better environmental outcomes. 
The WALGA’s “Biodiversity Planning Guidelines”, developed by their “Perth Biodiversity Project”, was used as 
the guidelines for developing the City of Mandurah’s Biodiversity Strategy. These guidelines are supported by 
the WAPC and the EPA, and as such would give the City’s Biodiversity Strategy a greater level of expectancy 
to be endorsed by the WAPC.  

The catalyst of the Biodiversity Strategy came out of the most recent Mandurah State of the Environment Report 
(2012) which indicates a decline in biodiversity within the City, and as such the strategy aims to halt and or 
reverse this trend.  

The City’s strategy provides “protection” targets on zoned lands and “Retention” Targets for rural and rural 
residential lands (tree Preservation). These targets are set working with the opportunities and constraints 
associated with the prevailing zoning of lands with natural areas.  

David outlined the approach of concentrating on natural areas (even small remnants!), maintaining habitat for 
endangered species e.g. black cockatoos or rare flora and protecting representative communities that have 
become scarce in our region. In assessing natural areas, five main ecological values were considered:  

Representation (Regional) – Natural areas that are important or significant regionally (Swan coastal Plain); 
 Rarity – Natural areas containing listed species or ecological communities;  
Ecological Connectivity – natural areas within 500m of a South West Regional Ecological Linkage (SWREL) axis 
line 
 
 
Wetland, streamline, estuarine fringing and coastal vegetation – DPaW and or EPA listed wetlands, and 
riparian vegetation; and  
Representation (Local) – Natural areas that are important or significant examples of their type within 
Mandurah.  

 
The presentation highlighted that the city currently has 
approximately 50% of the original extent of natural areas left 
and though a significant proportion exists within the DPaW 
estate (formerly DEC), much of these natural areas exist 
within freehold lands and Crown Land managed by the City 
of Mandurah. Given this situation, it was expressed that this 
is a line in the sand moment when it comes to keeping the 
City’s remaining natural areas.  

EcoServices and Planning Department staff has calculated that it is possible to protect and or retain 
approximately 81% of Local Natural Areas (Natural areas outside of the DPaW estate and Regional Open 
Space). The best measure to achieve this target is to incorporate the strategy into the planning framework to 
ensure statutory requirements for the Local natural Areas (LNA) to be kept. As with many strategies, the 
Mandurah Biodiversity Strategy is a ‘living’ document and will be reviewed periodically and will include regular 
monitoring of targets and retention.  

The presentation highlighted the element of the strategy that pertains to renewing management plans and the 
inclusion of LNA on all reserves to be captured within management plans so that they form part of a management 
plan cycle that feeds information into a natural areas data base to form the basis for strong monitoring and review 
of the City’s biodiversity.  

The presentation also encouraged people to join (and recruit others to join) the ‘Friends of…” Groups which are 
invaluable in providing manpower for planting, clean-up activities, noticing and reporting abuse (we all need to do 
this so the Bush Care officer is alerted and can, hopefully, find a remedy).  

In closing, it was emphasised that the City of Mandurah staff will continue with community education initiatives to 
elicit behaviour change and encourages environmentalist everywhere to participate where possible in the 
strategy’s initiative and keep up the drive for sustainability.  
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PEEL PRESERVATION GROUP INC. – 
ANNUAL REPORT 2013  

 

In some ways 2013 has been a sad year in that 
we have lost long-timelife member and 
‘Environmental Warrior” Vic Beacham but his 
memory lives in many, many ways – not the least 
being the recent naming of the Victor Beacham 
Reserve in his honour. His energy and devotion to 
the environmental cause was both legendary and 
inspirational. He will never be forgotten.  

Very early in the year we signed the new lease 
for our office at 63 Ormsby Terrace and are very  

 
grateful to the City of Mandurah for granting us a 
rental amnesty, without which we would have had 
great difficulty making ends meet financially. There 
was also difficulty in finding an affordable Public 
Risk insurance policy, so the City of Mandurah 
offered to waive that requirement, so if you visit our 
office, please watch your step – no tripping up. The 
lack of Public Risk insurance also restricts our 
ability to participate independently in outside 
displays or projects in public spaces. On the other 
hand, we have had some high points to balance our 
year. After considerable research and preparation 
of application and an unusual waiting period 
because of internal changes within Lotterywest we 
received a generous cheque and purchase an 
Aquaread Multi Function Water Test meter. It is 
amazingly accurate and easy to use, doing away 
with the  

need to manually test with reagents and colour charts, 
which can be far less accurate. The meter has already 
attracted the interest of other groups and it has been hired 
out on several occasions. I guess we are a bit like nervous 
parents and have sent our operator along with the meter. 
We have applied for funding to expand our testing regime 
but, although we have had no news, we suspect the cuts 
to environmental funding for community groups will 
prevent any further funding. Unfortunately, government 
departments have also had their funding cut and 
monitoring programs will suffer. Hopefully we can maintain 
or even expand our program of water testing.  

We have been surprised to discover the Not-for-profit 
groups such as ours are now required to have a Charitable 
Collections Licence to enable us to accept any donations, 
even unsolicited ones. There was no fee involved but a list 
of requirements to fulfil. I am pleased to report that our 
Licence arrived in October.  

City of Mandurah has again supported us in producing our 
newsletter, The Preservation Times with a grant from their 
Community Association Fund which covers about half the 
printing and postage costs. We find many members still like 
the hardcopy (easier to read whilst lolling on the lounge) but 
you can have a digital copy if you prefer. If you are not a 
member and have not been receiving our informative 
magazine, that can be remedied. However there are spare 
copies available today.  

Strategic Planning for the Perth Peel Region had been in 
limbo but revisited this year with several members 
attending discussion sessions. Most of those who attended 
did not feel optimistic to the acceptance of their input. The 
proposed system will alter the way land is allocated for 
development and how public consultation/ submission 
takes place.  

Over the last year or so we have lost some of our 
committee members but reviewing the constitution shows 
we can have ‘up to’ 12 committee members but can legally 
operate with less. We do hope to keep near the full 
compliment as the input and ideas of a larger committee 
ensures a broader view of environmental issues. With this 
in mind, we invite interested people to volunteer to become 
a PPG committee member – you will be most welcome. 
Much of our contact and submission preparation is via 
email, with the regular Coffee Mornings prior to the 
meetings (usually Saturday) and monthly committee 
meeting so not an onerous task.  

A group of members met recently to formulate a Strategic 
Plan for PPG. This was a new experience for some folk but 
serves to formally record what we do and why. The 
committee has approved the document and copies of the 
Plan have been printed and distributed so the wider 
membership can have a vote to determine the acceptance 
(hopefully) of the Plan.  

Two of our members did an extensive survey of water 
fountains in the city area and discovered that several are 
broken, unusable or missing but we do appreciate the  
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City’s new version and hope to see more of them. 
Once there is a good distribution of working drink 
fountains perhaps we will see less plastic 
‘disposable’ water bottles littering land or sea, 
wasting resources or going to landfill.  

We sponsored Lakelands  
Landlink in successfully applying to City of Mandurah 
for funds to enable them to hold a Nightstalk recently. 
Members attend these meetings for support whilst 
the membership of locals increases.  

Writing submissions on various environmental 
issues and development proposals continues to 
form a large part of PPG activity. Some of them 
include –  
• Concerning rezoning of Suttons Farm  
• Alcoa “pond” extension (which was later 
approved with certain conditions)  
• WAPC re Madora North which was later 
approved with minimal consideration of the bulk of 
submissions  
• WAPC – Nth Dandalup Townsite (approved Oct 
13th)  
• Support of CoM for Geothermal heating of 
aquatic centre (which was successful)  
• Submission on Mariners Cove proposal to  

 

 

Caroline  

Germany is moving forward to replace fossil 

fuels with renewables faster than most 

countries.  

 

 

 

develop the old Sales Office site Endorsement of 
FRAGYLE submission opposing limestone quarry at 
Lake Pollard Submission re Leisure Way 
development proposal Letter protesting the cut of 
funds for the environment Aquatic use review 
including boat speed, erosion and danger to 
dolphins and canoeists  

Peel Preservation Group members continue to 
volunteer with other groups in planting trees/ shrubs, 
being part of ‘Friends’ groups and joining in Clean 
Up Australia Day, to name a few. Compiled by 
Shirley Joiner  

Correspondence from the 
Northern Hemisphere  

Very impressed with the German movement 

towards green power, they really seem to have 

got it right here. There will be a total removal of 

all nuclear powered power plants in the near 

future and the dependence on wind and solar 

will increase. It's really very impressive and I 

would like to find out more about their direction.  

  

  

Peel Preservation Group members continue to 
volunteer with other groups in planting trees/ shrubs, 
being part of ‘Friends’ groups and joining in Clean 
Up Australia Day, to name a few. Compiled by 
Shirley Joiner  



Ever since the Fukushima catastrophe two  

 

years ago, Germans have redoubled their 

efforts to phase out of nuclear energy and 

fossil fuels in favour of renewable energy.  

Lake 
Clifton  

Interpretive Shelter 
The Lake Clifton Interpretive Shelter House is at 

the Thrombolite Boardwalk at the end of Mt. 

John Road, Lake Clifton.  
Don’t forget to check out this new tourist and 
educational experience over the summer. 

The interpretive signage provides information about 

"the history, Aboriginal story and natural environment" 

Lake Clifton and the Yalgorup National Park. The new 

interpretive shelter house is part of the Lake Clifton 

Recovery Project which aims to "project and restore 

the habitat of Lake Clifton's threatened species".  As 

part of the Peel-Yalgorup System Ramsar listed 

wetlands; the lands and lakes of the Yalgorup National 

Park are protected under the Ramsar Treaty, 

Internationally known as Ramsar 4S2. These wetlands 

are globally recognized as wetlands of international 

importance.  

  

This project is supported through funding from the 

Australian Government.  

The work completed at this location is a step closer to a 

genuine effort to create an Eco Tourism industry. Using 

our precious environment as a way of contributing to the 

economic growth of our Region is a win win situation.  

Coral Richards  

Grant Application  

PPG will be preparing a Lotterywest grant in 2014. At this 

stage we will apply for a new probe for the Water Testing 

equipment and an update of the website which will then 

include the water testing results to indicate the state of the 

waterways. The application will also include the cost of 

Public Risk Insurance for 2 years so we can be present at 

a variety of events. This could include the Forum or any 

other places where we could ask for donations (with our 

Charitable Collections License) and inform the general 

public of our activities and gain support for particular 

efforts. We will keep you informed of the 

our progress as we follow the  

application process.  

PPG is on Facebook – thanks to 

Michelle  


Those members who would 

prefer a digital copy of the 

Preservation Times  please 

contact the PPG office.  

The Next Coffee Gathering  
At the PPG Office on Monday Mornings  

 

for a chat and  a catch-up.  

Drop in!!  
Next Meeting  

 Thursday 6
th

 February 2014 at 

6.30pm at  
Our Office  

Suite 6, 63 Ormsby Tce.  

All Welcome!  
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PPG Submission planning 

reform discussion paper  

Peel Preservation Group members have studied this 
document as well as they are able, after seeing the 
advertisement in the press barely two weeks ago. 
Perhaps a useful reform would be to allow 
Community Groups access to this type of document 
much sooner – maybe the same time frame as Local 
Governments. Local community Groups are very 
aware of and concerned about the environmental 
values of vacant land in their area and as such, 
should be encouraged to have input and have that 
input valued.  

The main thrust of the reforms seems to be an 
increased haste to approve developments rather 
than careful consideration of the suitability of the 
proposal.  

Several Clauses (eg 3.5, 3.7 and others) seem to 
devalue and exclude Local Government input on 
matters in their own region. Local government and 
community best understand the needs of their area. 
It is understood that WAPC needs to set overall 
planning guidelines for state-wide uniformity. 
However Local Government must have the ability to 
provide input for their specific area. WAPC 
represents the state and local government 
represents the community and as such is more 
aware of local issues concerning a development 
proposal.  

If EPA involvement is reduced for smaller 
development proposals, then the Local Government 
input is essential. There is always a balance 
between increasing R Code density and the 
environment. WAPC should look seriously at 
increasing the proportion of required Public Open 
Space in subdivisions of higher housing density – 
well past the current 10%. With higher density the 
number of people sharing a recreation area or green 
space is increased.  

  

It is important that 
‘Cash-in-lieu’ 

funding be used  

in proximity to the  

area it is granted  

for. Small areas  

are important as ‘pocket parks’ or retained in their 
natural state as a wildlife refuge and bird haven. 
Environmentalists are becoming increasingly aware 
of the value of even small green spaces in 
connectivity for wildlife.  

Concerning the suggestion to reduce the number of 
Development Assessment Panels (DAPs), this would 
be seen as a backward move which would reduce local 
knowledge on these panels. Perhaps a more 6  

suitable grouping for DAPs would be the three 
metropolitan, and seven regional DAPs centred 
on the largest regional city or town. 
Mandurah/Peel should be considered as a DAP 
region. It would appear that the Panels may 
have difficulty in achieving a quorum or having a 
chair/deputy chair in attendance, so we suggest 
the number of the panellists be increased to 
seven ie three local and four experts.  

Public Works should never be exempt from planning 
approval requirements.  

In all these reforms the emphasis seems to be in 
favour of serving the developers by speeding up the 
process instead of improving results for the West 
Australian communities and preserving some of the 
ever decreasing natural environment.  

Shirley Joiner  

 

The CEO  
Shire of Murray  
PINJARRA PIGGERY EXPANSION  

Dear Mr Unsworth.  

Peel Preservation Group has been alerted to the 
above proposal by a concerned resident. From an 
environmental viewpoint we would stress the need 
for –   
• Absolute surety that no nutrients would leach 
into groundwater whether by accidental overflow or 
loss of integrity of pond liner  
• No contamination or runoff into nearby drains 
and ultimately streams and wetlands.  
• All surface water needs to be fully contained 
on the property  
• An independent body should be overseeing 
the monitoring of  
• all groundwater testing.  

We believe that the environment should not play 2
nd 

place to developments and that the above 
conditions be closely adhered to and a bond or a 
calendar of regular tests be implemented to 
maintain the integrity of the conditions.  

Yours  
S. Joiner  



FOOTPRINTS IN THE COSMOS  

The earth was created beautiful and 

whole And entrusted to our care, 

Giving its gifts for our delight. But 

the footprints of humanity have 

damaged the Earth;  

 

Resources destroyed, Forests cut 

down, Oceans polluted the ozone 

layer torn and the atmosphere 

warming. We are changing the 

climate and ransoming the future. 

Some of humanity treads with 

heavy footfall. Some wear 

hobnailed boots, While others 

walk barefoot. If we were all to use 

resources sustainably and 

equitably, Or ecological footprint 

would not damage the Earth.  

 

Honourable John Day 

BScBDScMLA 11
th

 Floor, Dumas 
House, 2 Havelock Street, WEST 
PERTH, WA, 6005 
Minister.Day@dpc.wa.gov.au  

Dear Minister Day,  

CONCERNING STRATEGIC ASSESSMENT 
PERTH/PEEL INFORMATION SESSION 

MANDURAH - Friday 30"
1

 August 2013  

PPG had representatives at the recent Strategic 
Assessment of the Perth and Peel Region 
presentation in Mandurah, hosted by Peel Harvey 
Catchment Council. This session was chaired by 
Simon Taylor, Project Director Department of 
Premier and Cabinet Secretariat Support, State 
Representative of the Strategic Assessment 
Stakeholder Reference Group,  

It was great to see the Department of Premier and 
Cabinet taking such a keen interest in this process 
as it requires attention from an umbrella authority 
coordinating the actions of the various Government 
Departments. Without oversight of Planning, Water, 
Transport and Agriculture there would continue to be 
a fragmented approach to the protection of the 
fragile environment in the Peel Region.  

PPG would also like to record our disappointment 
with the Representative from the West Australian 
Planning Commission who made some comments at 
this public meeting which indicated his complete lack 
of understanding of the consultation process or the 
community frustration with WAPC.  

When the process of consultation was being referred 
to; in a room of people who have had a long term 
commitment to responsible environmental outcomes 
for the region, he stated, "don't wait for the bulldozers 
to turn up on the block of land before chaining 
yourselves to a tree" in a derogatory manner.  

Many of the people in that room have had many 
years of experience writing submissions and 
attending consultations from day one of a process. 
His comments were considered very insulting 
towards the groups attending this meeting.  

We always follow protocols, where shown, when 
making submissions at all stages but feel the smaller 
community groups are not being heard, or are being 
disregarded.  

PPG believes that an apology should be issued and 
the officer counselled for his inappropriate 
comments and attitude towards the public.  

Yours  
Shirley Joiner  -Secretary of PPG  
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Ms Shirley Joiner 

Shirley.joiner@indalt.com  

Dear Ms Joiner  

Thank you for your email of 29 September 2013 to the Minister for the Environment, 

the Ron Greg Hunt MP, concerning the Point Grey marina development. The minister 

has passed your letter to me for reply.  

I understand the Department responded to you on 15 October 2012 noting your 

concerns about the potential impacts of the development on the ecological character 

of the Ramsar listed Peel-Yalgourp system.  

The proposal is still undergoing assessment under the Environment Protection 
and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (EPBC Act).  

Additional information related to the direct, indirect, consequential and cumulative 
impacts of the proposed development on the Peel-Harvey Estuary has been 
requested from the proponent. This information is not expected from the proponent 
until early November 2013.  

Once all of the requested information has been received and assessed a decision on  
whether or not to approve the project will be able to be made. I can assure you the 

Minister is aware of the strong community concerns regarding the potential impacts 

of the proposal on the Ramsar-listed Peel-Harvey Estuary and that the Government 
is committed to protecting Australia's environment for future generations. Yours 

sincerely  

 
A/g Assistant Secretary 

North, West and 

Offshore Assessment 

Branch 7th October 

2013  
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 Interesting Website  

http://www.dangersoffracking.com/  
What goes in and out of Hydraulic 

Fracturing -So What is it?  

Hydraulic fracturing, or “fracking”, is the process of drilling and injecting fluid 

into the ground at a high pressure in order to fracture shale rocks to release 

natural gas inside.  

The water brought in is mixed with sand and chemicals to create fracking fluid. 
Approximately 40,000 gallons of chemicals are used per fracturing.  

Fracking Fluid  
Up to 600 chemicals are used in fracking fluid, including known carcinogens and toxins such 
as… lead, uranium, mercury, ethylene, glycol, radium, methanol, hydrochloric acid, 
formaldehyde  
Down 10,000ft  

The fracking fluid is then pressure injected into the ground through a drilled pipeline.  
The Math    500,000  Active gas wells in the US  

X 8 million Gallons of water per fracking  

X 18 Times a well can be fracked  

72 trillion gallons of water and 360 
billion gallons of chemicals needed 

to run our current gas wells.  

Shale Fracturing  

The mixture reaches the end of the well where the high pressure causes the nearby shale rock to crack, 
creating fissures where natural gas flows into the well.  

Contamination  
During this process, methane gas and toxic chemicals leach out from the system and contaminate nearby 
groundwater.  

Methane concentrations are 17x higher in drinking-water wells near fracturing sites than in 

normal wells.  

Drinking Water Contaminated well water is used for drinking water for nearby cities and 

towns. There have been over 1,000 documented cases of water contamination next to areas 

of gas drilling as well as cases of sensory, respiratory, and neurological damage due to 

ingested contaminated water.  

Left Behind  

Only 30-50% of the fracturing fluid is recovered, the rest of the toxic fluid is left in the ground and is not 
biodegradable. The waste fluid is left in open air pits to evaporate, releasing harmful VOC’s (volatile organic 
compounds) into the atmosphere, creating contaminated air, acid rain, and ground level ozone. In the end, 

hydraulic fracking produces approximately 300,000 barrels of natural gas a day, but at the price of 
numerous environmental, safety, and health hazards.  

In Western Australia another interesting Website  
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This is a copy of an email sent to Prime Minister 

Tony Abbott via website (seems difficult to get his 

actual email address) concerning funding cuts to 

EDO.  

Copied to Minister Greg Hunt  

“We are deeply disturbed to read a report of 
$10 million cut to funding to the 
Environmental Defenders Offices Australia 
wide. These are vital services for small 
environmental groups, like our who cannot 
afford legal advice. We have had need to 
seek their advice on several occasions. Small, 
not‐for‐profit groups need this support. It 
appears that there is a danger that many of 
the environmental safeguards will be 
dismantled. With mining and 'fracking' 
applications going ahead at such a pace the 
advice of the EDO is vital. We all understand 
budgetary constraints, but once sections of 
the precious natural environment are lost 
they can never be replaced. Shirley Joiner 
(secretary)  

 

The Water Corporation said it had been hindered in 
attempting to understand the risks of fracking by the 
"inability to obtain regular and valued communica-
tions" with the Department of Mines and Petroleum.  

The WA Health Department has been reported in the 
press recently, as having 195 concerns about frack-
ing.  

The state Department of Health said it had conducted 
a study which found that fracking had the potential to 
contaminate groundwater, including drinking-water 
supplies.  

It said it should be given the power to assess the 
public health risks of fracking before any drilling takes 
place.  

http://www.public.health.wa.gov.au/cproot/4474/2/ 
Hydraulic%20fracturing%20and%20drinking% 
20water.pdf  

Proposed changes to the law governing 

hydraulic fracturing for shale gas will be 

released next year. The public will soon 

have an opportunity to comment on new 

guidelines being developed for companies 

who want to use fracking to access gas  
deposits in Western Australia - we need to 

watch out for this to happen and to be 
ready with a submission.  

We urge all PPG members and any interested 
readers to increase your knowledge of this vital 
matter and submit any salient points to the office 
for inclusion into a future submission.  
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PEEL PRESERVATION GROUP 
COMMITTEE  

PEEL PRESERVATION GROUP INC.      New Membership  or Renewal I 

would like to pay PPG - please tick; 2013/14 - Single: $20.00   Double: $25.00 

NAME................................................................................................................... 

ADDRESS............................................................................................................. PHONE 

NUMBER....................................EMAIL ADDRESS............................................................ 

SIGNED.................................................................................. DATE................................ ......... 

ENCLOSED:$.............................................  

 

Return Address PO Box 1784 

Mandurah WA 6210 Phone: (08) 9586 

1310 (Mondays 9am - 12 noon only) 

Website:www.peelpreservation.org.au 

Email:peelpreservation@westnet.com.au  

Pp 637597-0028  

Memberships due for 2014 .  

SURFACE 
MAIL  

POSTAGE 
PAID 

MANDURAH 
6210  

Please print form and post with cheque or money order to: PO 

Box 1784  Mandurah WA  6210 - or hand deliver to the PPG Office: Suite 

6, 63 Ormsby Tce. Mandurah, W.A. 6210  
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