
ANNUAL REPORT 

 
 

2015/16 has been a year with some struggles involved. However, an early highlight was 

receiving a donation from David Templeman’s annual Christmas Concert. We thank him very 

much for his ongoing support, and for the use of his photocopier. We must also thank the 

City of Mandurah for their generous support for our office, which has made a huge 

difference to our ability to continue to operate. 

 

Thank you also to Linda for attending to our website and facebook page and keeping us in 

the 21st century. 

 

PPG was able to complete a 2nd Plastic Free July event which was designed to educate the 

general public about the amount of plastic we use on a daily basis. Thanks to Shirley and 

Dave who pushed ahead with this event, keeping PPG on the map, and to our event 

sponsors The Rotary Club of Mandurah and the City of Mandurah. 

 

We held a stall at the May Stretch Festival in Mandurah, and the display included suitable 

water-wise local plants and a petition to the Environment Minister to provide banksia 

seedlings for public plantings for cockatoo food. A giant image of a cockatoo was there to 

attract the public. As we were stationed next to Men of the Trees the networking between 

the two groups created a very fruitful festival. 

 

As a local stakeholder, PPG is invited to comment on planning applications and various 

programs. Thank you to Shirley, Dave and team for participating in these consultations and 

recommending sustainable alternatives in our submissions.  



Also thank you to Koby who undertakes monthly in-situ water sampling at water bodies in 

the Mandurah area. The sample points currently are; the Serpentine River at the Pinjarra 

Road Bridge, Eacott Park Boat Ramp and Lakes Road; Goegrup Lake at the boardwalk and 

the end of Dunkerton Road; Black Lake; and Nambeelup Brook. These areas are an estuarine 

system, experiencing the general cycle of freshwater conditions during the winter when 

river flow is increased and saline conditions during the summer when flow is decreased. 

However due to its shallow depth, summer conditions will extend salinity of Goegrup and 

Black lakes to higher concentrations than those found in seawater.  

 

The exceptionally hot and dry conditions last summer saw the salinity of Goegrup and Black 

Lakes reach higher concentrations than shown in the previous two years of data. The high 

amount of evaporation from the lakes was evident when sampling during April of this year 

with water barely in contact with the boardwalk extending into Goegrup Lake. Thankfully a 

wet-ish winter and higher flows out of Nambeelup Brook than usual saw conditions in the 

system decrease to their usual freshwater levels for the period. 

 

We have some outstanding issues which should be pursued in the coming year, including a 

city-wide Tree Policy which could include protecting and increasing our canopy, and the air 

boats which were seen last summer driving through the bird sanctuaries on the estuary. 

 

The newsletters have been published four times a year for over 20 years and we recently 

have been sending digital copies to some of our members to cut down on paper usage. The 

articles have been written by members, included news from fellow environmental 

organisations with events, book and website reviews and summaries of submissions and 

deputations to Federal, State and Local Governments. In the past we’ve also had poems 

written by our members and illustrations and cartoons which make for an interesting read. 

Please consider writing in to the newsletter for publication. We are very grateful to our 

newsletter editor Coral, but she is struggling to find enough time and would love to share 

the editing skills with another member.  

 

By August Shirley’s medical condition meant that she could not continue to run the PPG 

office and the small committee decided to test the water and see if the organisation should 

continue. A letter was sent to all members letting them know that without a committee PPG 

would need to close. A meeting was held with new energetic members stepping up to keep 

the environmental focus in the Peel Region on the radar. Our thanks go to Peel Harvey 

Catchment Council for funding our media campaign and volunteer drive. 

 

We already have some new members and some new ideas about our focus for the 

forthcoming year. We hope you will consider becoming a member, renewing your 

membership, or even nominating to the committee to ensure that Peel Preservation Group 

continues and flourishes. 


