Mandurah Railway Offsets
NATURE RESERVES
Land requirements for the Northern Suburbs extension necessitated the excise of 202 hectares from
the Neerabup National Park. To compensate for the loss of this land, 572 hectares of private land and
existing reserves will be ceded to the park. This will result in a net increase to the Park of approximately
370 hectares.
Access to the western boundary of the Neerabup National Park, and heritage values within affected
areas of the Park, are being managed in consultation with the Department of Conservation and Land
Management (CALM).
The site for the rail car depot for the northern suburbs railway was originally proposed for an area
between Burns Beach Road and Neerabup Road. It was to have been on the western side of the
alignment in the vicinity of Tamala Park. The Environmental Review for the depot showed that the
native vegetation in this area wa s in excellent condition. The site also provided an east - west
vegetation corridor from Neerabup National Park to the coast. PURD, in consultation with th e
Department of Environmental Protection, then looked for suitable alternatives. A site further north in the
Nowergup area was located. This site is considerably degraded, with dramatically reduced floral
diversity. It provided a much better option environmentally. This site is now the location of the proposed
rail car depot. PURD will also rehabilitate 10 hectares of degraded land adjacent to the proposed depot
in the neighbouring Neerabup National Park. The result of the relocation is that approximately 3 31
hectares of native vegetation in excellent condition will be retained and the impact on the east -west
corridor will be minimised. Also 10 hectares of degraded land in the Neerabup National Park will be
rehabilitated.
There are two Regional Parks and seven Bush Forever sites in proximity to the proposed South West
Metropolitan Railway (SWMR). These are:

•

The Spectacles, Site 269 (within Beeliar Regional Park)

•

Sicklemore Road Bushland, site 272

•

Leda and adjacent bushland, site 349

•

Lake Cooloongup, Lake Walyungup and adjacent bushland, site 356 (within Rockingham Lakes
Regional Park)

•

Stakehill Swamp, site 275 (within Rockingham Lakes Regional Park)

•

Anstey Swamp, site 379 (within Rockingham Lakes Regional Park)

•

Paganoni Swamp and adjacent bushland, site 395 (within Rockingham Lakes Regional Park)

Access to nature reserves that are affected by the railway is being managed in consultation with CALM,
where appropriate traffic and pedestrian overpasses will be constructed so that the railway does not
impede public access to nature reserves.
PURD is also consulting with CALM, Fire and Emergency Services and local government on access to
nature reserves for fire fighting and emergency response. A draft Access Management Plan has been
produced and will be incorporated in the final Environmental Review and Public Environmental Review
documents for the SWMR.
Wetlands
The route for the South West Metropolitan Railway travels through the influence of several wetlands,
from the Spectacles where the alignment leaves the Freeway at Anketell, to the Panganoni group of
wetlands in the Lakelands region built further to the west, away from the wetland, to accommodate the
railway.
During construction, management practices to control run off and maintain natural flow regimes will be
implemented. Where necessary, silt traps will be constructed and cul verts will be placed. A monitoring
program will be implemented to monitor ground water levels and water quality.

Flora and Fauna
Studies of the existing natural environment and targeted surveys for threatened flora and fauna have
been completed along the route for the railway. Management programs for habitat conservation, dieback control, fauna man xtension from Currambine to Clarkson a population of the Priority 2 threatened
species Acacia benthamii was located within the railway reserve. Expertise was sought from the Kings
Park Seed Centre who subsequently took cuttings from the plants for relocation into the adjacent
Neerabup National Park.
The Perth Urban Rail Development (PURD) has given a commitment to rehabilitate degraded areas of
the Neerabup National Park adjacent to the future Nowergup depot. Fauna exclusion fencing will be
erected along the route to prevent the incidence of rail kill. PURD is consulting with the Department of
Conservation and Land Management (CALM) regarding faunal underpasses where faunal movement
across the track is required. Unnecessary clearing during construction will be avoided by erecting
fences delineating the limits of the clearing.
A Fauna and Vegetation Management Plan for the Northern Suburbs Transportation Corridor has been
completed. Fauna and Flora Management Plans for t he South West Metropolitan Railway are nearing
completion and will be available for public review in early 2002.
PPG thanks Bert Linden - Construction Manager for the Perth Urban Rail Development for permission
to use the following pictures on this page. These are some of the photographs taken during a tour
arranged by PURD and attended, along with other interested people, by several members of PPG.
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